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L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
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038729 180845Z/11 

R 180557Z IAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6515 
INFO AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
USMISSION USBERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
USMISSION USNATO 

SECRET BERLIN 00380 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PINS, GE, GW 

SUBJECT: FRG-GDR RELATIONS: SCHMIDT-HONECKER MEETING 

1 . IN THE COURSE OF LUNCHEON CONVERSATION WITH ME JAN. 17, 

FRG PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE TO THE GDR GAUS EXPRESSED 
DOUBT WHETHER A SCHMIDT-HONECKER MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE 
IN 1978.. HE ATTRIBUTED THIS TO THE TENSION RESULTING 
FROM THE OPPOSITION "MANIFESTO" PUBLISHED IN DER SPIEGEL, 

THE CLOSURE OF DER SPIEGEL OFFICE IN EAST BERLIN BY THE 
GDR, AND THE DENIAL OF CDU NATIONAL CHAIRMAN KOHL ENTRY 
INTO EAST BERLIN ON JANUARY 14. 

SECRET 
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2. GAUS STRESSED THAT GDR DENIAL OF ENTRY TO KOHL HAD 
DEFINITELY ELEVATED RECENT INNER-GERMAN DIFFICULTIES TO 
THE POLITICAL LEVEL AND IT WOULD BE VERY DANGEROUS FOR 
CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT TO VISIT EAST GERMANY IN 1978. GAUS 
EXPLAINED THAT THERE WERE FOUR LAND ELECTIONS SCHEDULED 
IN THE FRG FOR 1978. THE SITUATION IN HESSE WAS ESPECIAL- 
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LY DIFFICULT FOR THE SPD/FDP AND A VISIT OF SCHMIDT TO 
THE GDR WOULD NOT BE HELPFUL IN MAINTAINING THE COALITION. 

3. GAUS EVEN SUGGESTED THAT A BREZHNEV VISIT TO BONN 
WOULD NOT BE HELPFUL TO THE SPD/FDP IN THE IMMEDIATE 
FUTURE. HE THOUGHT THE BREZHNEV VISIT COULD TAKE PLACE IN 
THE FALL OF 1978. HE ADDED THAT IT WOULD BE DANGEROUS 
FOR SCHMIDT TO VISIT THE GDR BEFORE THE BREZHNEV VISIT TO 
BONN. GAUS ALSO SAID THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER IF BREZHNEV 
VISITED WASHINGTON FIRST IN ANY CASE. 

4. I COMMENTED THAT 1978 SEEMED LIKE A RATHER DIFFICULT 
YEAR FOR INNER-GERMAN RELATIONS: THE SITUATION WOULD BE 
FURTHER COMPLICATED BY WEST BERLIN STOBBE'S ASSUMPTION OF 
THE BUNDESRAT PRESIDENCY AND THE ELECTION TO THE EC 
PARLIAMENT WHICH THE SOVIETS WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY PROTEST. 
GAUS AGREED BUT THOUGHT THE CURRENT INNER-GERMAN NEGOTIA- 
TIONS WOULD PROCEED SINCE THEY SERVE MUTUAL INTERESTS. 

HE SAW A YEAR OF ZIGS AND ZAGS IN INNER-GERMAN RELATIONS 
WHICH COULD HAVE A BEARING ON THE BROADER EAST- WEST AGENDA. 
BOLEN 


SECRET 
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